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SUNDAY SERVICES     
Sunday services are now back in the 
Church.  Tea/Coffee will be served in the 
hall after the service. 
 
 

WHO’S IN THE PULPIT 
 

 
May  
 

1st John Morrison 
8th Kirk Session 
15th Rev. Roderick Campbell 
 (Holy Communion) 
22nd Jim Malcolm 
29th Rev. Robert MacLeod 
 
June 
 

5th Jim Malcolm 
12th Rev. Robert MacLeod 
19th James McLellan 
26th Jim Malcolm 
 
Door Duty 
 

May 
 

1st Kirsten Thompson 
8th Frances Fleming 
15th Roberta Bowen 
22nd Christine Gilmour 
29th May Taylor 
 
June 
 

5th Anne Hunter 
12th Margaret Davidson 
19th Mary MacDonald 
26th Sandy Taylor 
  
DROP IN CAFÉ 
 

The café is up and running once again 
on the undernoted dates.  Come 
along and enjoy a light lunch or a  
coffee with friends in comfortable  
friendly surroundings.  Home baked 
delights on offer. 
 
May: 4th and 18th 
 

June: 1st, 15th and 29th 
  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
May 14th: Bacon Butty and a Brew 
May 15th: Communion Service 
June 25th: Coffee Morning 

THE LINK 
NEWSLETTER 

                 MID ARGYLL  
        CHURCHES PLAN 
     
Since the last newsletter, there 
have been another couple of joint   
meetings of the local Kirk           
Sessions to try to progress this 
matter, the most recent meeting 
being held on 25th April in          
Kilmartin Church.  
 

This meeting gave Rev David   
Carruthers an opportunity to set 
out his position.  
 

He is very clear that he is only    
prepared to go forward with one          
worshipping congregation and 
one Kirk Session – in other words, 
he is not willing to manage two 
sets of change, (a union of       
Ardrishaig, South Knapdale and 
Lochgilphead and a union of 
North Knapdale and Kilmartin) 
and then another change when he 
retires. He envisages     leading 
two services in the area every 
Sunday, with folk travelling to the 
services. It would not be part of 
his plan for services being held in 
the other   churches at the same 
time. In his view, this would dilute 
the feeling of being a single    
congregation.   
 

If this plan is not supported, then 
David would intend to remain as     
minister of Ardrishaig and South 
Knapdale until he retires in 4/5 
years’ time.  
 

Whatever the outcome, it is 
thought that the change will   
have to be managed over             

a long lead-in period, 18-24       
months, during which time                  
representatives from all the Kirk 
Session will work up the      
structure of a new congregation   
based on theme areas, including 
Worship, Property, Mission,     
Administration, Finance, Social …
etc.  
 

Concurrent with these proposals, 
the Church of Scotland, at        
national  level, is carrying out an 
audit of every building in its   
ownership    throughout Scotland, 
with the aim of reducing the size 
of the estate by disposing of 
buildings which are no longer  
required.  
 

Each congregation, including our 
own, has submitted an Asset          
Management Buildings Audit  
form (AMBA), which will be     
considered by the   General    
Trustees  in   Edinburgh, who will 
eventually have to make the     
difficult  choices of which      
buildings to close and  dispose of.  
 

No one knows what the outcome 
of this audit will be and how it will   
affect the churches in Mid Argyll, 
but we have to be aware that it is     
entirely possible that some of the 
present buildings (including our 
own) could be considered          
redundant, and be closed.  
 

At some stage either during or at 
the end of this process, members 
of the congregation will have the 
opportunity to vote on the      
proposals for linkage or union, 
but, in the meantime, feel free to 
make comments,   either direct to 
an elder or via the Church email   
address:                                       
lochgilpheadparishchurch@gmail.com                       
 

It is important that the Kirk        
Session knows the views of     
members. 
 

mailto:lochgilpheadparishchurch@gmail.com


TEN REASONS WHY WE NEED TO GO TO CHURCH  
(an extract from an article by Karl Vaters) 

 

It’s become really popular to say “We don’t go to church, 
we are the church.” 
 

Of course we are the church. The church is, has been,  
and always will be people. Not buildings, not creeds,    
not   denominations, not institutions. The church is    
people. We are it. 
 

Church is also something to go to. Not a place, but 
a gathering. Something that affects, even anchors the 
priorities and rhythms of life.  The “going to” matters just 
as much as “the being”. In fact, each makes the other     
better. How can the being part of faith stay strong if 
the going started to fade.  And  would you want to 
keep going if it wasn’t helping you do better at the being. 
Each follows the other.  Going and being are not in     
conflict. It’s misleading and unhelpful to pit them against 
each other 
 

The Being Needs the Going 
If we’re serious about being the church, it should make us        
passionate about the essential need to go. To do one 
without the other is to take neither very seriously. 
 

Going to church without being the church? That’s empty 
at best, and often a hypocritical power-play.  Being the 
church without going to church? The lack of going will 
always undermine the   value of being.  This is true no 
matter how mature or immature your faith may be. 
 

• Seekers need to go to church to ask questions and 
hear instruction. 

• Immature believers need it to gain maturity and 
strength. 

• Mature believers need it because guiding others   
in their faith is an essential part of our faith. 

 

The Ten Reasons  
1. To Obey God’s Commands to Gather 
So many of Christ’s commands to the church cannot be 
met if we’re not meeting together. From communion, to 
water baptism, to mutual prayer and more, the “going to” 
is essential. 
 

2. To Re-Focus on God in Worship 
Something extraordinary happens when individual   
members of Christ’s body gather to worship him. We can 
worship Jesus in all places and times, but the gathering of 
the body helps focus more on Christ and less on         
ourselves.. That matters. A lot. 
 

3. To Connect With A Local Body 
Singing together matters. Praying together matters. 
Working, learning, talking, and dreaming together. All of 
it matters. 
 

4. To Serve the Body of Christ 
Love and service require proximity. Yes, we can do a lot of       
 

 
good things remotely but there are some forms of service 
to one  another that simply cannot be done unless we’re 
in the same room together. 
 

5. To Learn and Grow in Faith 
The gathered church challenges us. They push us. They 
irritate us. They bless us.  They force us to live and       
cooperate with people we would otherwise avoid. We 
need that.  
 

6. To Regulate Our Life Rhythms 
Missing church can mess with our week. It can affect our 
bodies, souls, and spirits in negative ways. Connecting 
with a local body at least one out of every seven days 
provides a rhythm of life that we need. 
                                                                                                                             
7. To Practice Sabbath 
Sabbath has two essential elements. Three, actually. Rest 
and worship are the first two. Without worship, it’s just a 
day off. Without rest, it can quickly become legalistic and 
exhausting. The third element? Consistency. Observing it 
on a weekly basis. When we know we will gather         
according to a regular schedule, it blends worship and 
rest together in healthy ways. 
 

8. To Stay Grounded Spiritually 
Left on our own, we would spend far too much time   
doing other things, reading, writing and online – alone.  
Soon, we could be living a one-note spirituality. All inside 
our own heads, not connected to the real-life world 
around us. Being with God’s people grounds us, our lives 
and our thoughts into the real world, real people, and 
their real needs. 
 

9. To De-individualize Our Faith 
Worship is both a personal and public activity. But a    
serious look at the Bible shows that the public aspect of 
worship is spoken of far more often than the private,  
personal aspect.  It’s not that public expressions          
supersede privately-held faith, but the prevalence of  
worship gatherings shows that the communal, relational 
expressions of faith are central, not marginal.  In much   
of the western church, we’ve individualized our faith       
to a degree that is unhealthy. We need to move from 
“me” to “we”. 
 

10. To Honour the Persecuted Church 
For 2,000 years and counting, Christians have faced    
persecution. This is easy to forget if you live in a place 
where we’re not just free to worship, but where        
Christianity is the dominant religious expression.  
 

When you look at the past and current state of Christian 
persecution, you’ll see that Christians are seldom        
persecuted for what they believe. It’s hard, if not         
impossible, to regulate someone’s interior life. Almost all 
Christian persecution has been based on outlawing two 
things: gathering to worship and sharing our faith with 
others.  Most persecuted Christians could be believers 
without any recrimination if they just did one thing – kept 
it to themselves. But they go to church, even at the risk of 
persecution and death, because they know Christians 
need to gather.  When we go to church we honour those 
who risked their lives – and those who still risk their    
lives – for the right to gather.  
 

What’s Not on The List? 
That’s not an exhaustive list, but it’s a good enough start 
to make us think long and hard before we ever consider 
not going to church on a weekly basis. 
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The five finger prayer is a 
great way to teach    someone 
to pray, or a good model for  
anyone to use to pray.  

First, your thumb is        
nearest you. Begin your  
prayers by praying for those  
closest to you. 

Second, the next finger, is 
the pointing finger.    Pray 

for those who teach, instruct  and offer comfort. This 
can include teachers, doctors, and ministers. They need 
support and wisdom in pointing others in the right  
direction. 

Third comes the tallest finger. It reminds us of our 
leaders. Pray for those in government, leaders in      
business and industry, and administrators. These     
people shape our nation and guide the public in many 
different ways. They need God’s guidance. 

Fourth comes our ring finger. We could pray for   
marriages and families. We could also pray for those 
who are weak, because our ring finger is the weakest of 
the five. You cannot pray too much for those who are 
weak, in trouble or in pain. 

Fifth comes our little finger. It is the smallest of the 
five. It should  remind us of our place in relation to God 
and others. God’s Word teaches us that, “the least shall 
be the greatest among you” (Matthew 23:11). Your 
pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself. By the 
time you have prayed for the other four groups, your 
own needs will be put into proper perspective and you 
will be able to pray for yourself more effectively. 

 

 Sunday 
 May 15th  
 Service of 

To be led by  
Rev. Roderick Campbell 

THE THINNER 

There was a Scottish trades-
man, a painter called Jack, who 
was very interested in making a 
pound where he could. So he 
often would thin down his paint 
to make it go a wee bit further. 
As it happened, he got away 
with this for some time. 

Eventually the local Church decided to do a big       
restoration job on one of their biggest churches. Jack 
put in a painting bid and because his price was so 
competitive, he got the job. And so he set to, with a 
right good will, erecting the trestles and putting up the 
planks, and buying the paint and...yes, I am sorry to 
say, thinning it down with the turpentine. 

Well,Jack was up on the scaffolding, painting away, 
the job nearly done, when suddenly there was a     
horrendous clap of thunder. The sky opened and the 
rain poured down, washing the thin paint from all over 
the church and knocking Jack fair off the scaffold to 
land on the lawn. 

Now, Jack was no fool. He knew this was a judgement 
from the Almighty, so he fell on his knees and cried, 
'Oh, God! Forgive me! What should I do?' And from the 
thunder, a mighty Voice spoke, 'Repaint you thinner, 
And go and thin no more!' 

FROM THE 19TH       
ARGYLL SCOUTS 

The scouts would like    
to say a big thank you to 
all those who supported 
them in any way at their 
recent Coffee Morning  

to raise funds towards their trip to Nepal next summer.   

The sum of £500 was raised. 

A magnificent effort! 

 

CLEARANCE SALE 
 
 

        Bone China Dunoon Mugs  
designed by Jolomo 

 
 

Buy at a knock down price of  
£10.00 each (normally £14.00)  

+ postage (if applicable) 
 
 

Contact us at  
lochgilpheadparishchurch@gmail.com  

or phone 01546 603784 

 



WHO’S WHO? 

INTERIM MODERATOR: Alison Hay 01546 

886213 

SESSION CLERK: Sandy Taylor 01546 

606218 

TREASURER: Mary MacDonald 01546 

602087 

FABRIC CONVENOR: Ian Davidson 01546 

603784 

SOCIAL CONVENOR: Margaret Davidson 

01546 603784 

 

CONTACT US 

lochgilpheadparishchurch@gmail.com  

FOOD DONATIONS 
 

If you donate food for sale at Coffee  
Mornings, please ensure that each   
package is well wrapped and labelled 
with a list of all the ingredients.  This      
is not required for food used in the     
kitchen. 
 

This is a requirement from Food  
Safety and Hygiene to help avoid any 
contamination or allergy that may 
occur. 

Every time you shop 

online you could be 

raising money for  

the Church 

Go to  

easyfundraising.org.uk 

to get started A churchgoer wrote a  letter to the editor of a newspaper and 
complained that it made no sense to go to church every   
Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in  that 
time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the 
life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So, I think 
l’m wasting my time and the preachers are wasting theirs by 
giving sermons at all.” 

This started a controversy in the “Letters to the Editor”       
column, to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until 
someone wrote this clincher: 

“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has 
cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot 
recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals but I do 
know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I 
needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these 
meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not 
gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 
today!” 

 

BACON BUTTY AND A BREW 
 

This event has been reorganised         
and will now take place on 

 

SATURDAY MAY 14TH 
10.30am - 12.30pm 

 

Enjoy a late breakfast or an early lunch.  
The usual homebaking is also available. 

 

Donations of baking and raffle prizes 
gratefully accepted. 

 
WHY GO TO CHURCH? 

15th—21st MAY 

Join in Christian Aid Week and help  
turn hunger into hope. 

 

Donate online at  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-

appeals/christian-aid-week 

 


