
Dear Friends, 
 

The theme of our Bible Study this evening was the Spirit and The Son 
based on John 15:26 – 16: 15 and one of the questions was ‘How does the Spirit 
make known to us what he revealed to the apostles?’ One way, we decided, was 
through Bible Study, through reading and reflecting upon God’s Word and a sec-
ond way, through our interaction and our relationships with other people. 

 

In my letter for this month, therefore, I share with you just part of ‘The 
Father’s Love Letter’ which Danielle, who has recently come to our congregation, 
will be sharing with the Youth Fellowship on Sunday night. It’s a letter which is 
made up of a number of scripture verses and delivered as God’s love letter to us. 
I share it with you because it has a message which each of us needs to hear 
whatever age we are and my hope is that it will encourage each of you and assure 
you of God’s love for you. 

 
It is my desire to lavish my love on you.  

1 John 3:1  
Simply because you are my child  

and I am your Father.  
1 John 3:1 

I offer you more than your earthly father ever could.  
Matthew 7:11  

For I am the perfect father.  
Matthew 5:48  

Every good gift that you receive comes from my hand.  
James 1:17 

For I am your provider and I meet all your needs.  
Matthew 6:31-33  

My plan for your future has always been filled with hope.  
Jeremiah 29:11  

Because I love you with an everlasting love.  
Jeremiah 31:3  

 
With prayerful best wishes, 
 
Hilda C. Smith 

    Lochgilphead Parish Church 
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But still the auctioneer continued. 'The son! The son! 
Who'll take the son?' 
Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It 
was the long-time gardener of the man and his son. 'I'll 
give $10 for the painting.' Being a poor man, it was all he 
could afford. 
 
'We have $10, who will bid $20?' 
 
'Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters.' 
 
'$10 is the bid, won't someone bid $20?' 
 
The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the pic-
ture of the son. They wanted the more worthy investments 
for their collections. 
 
The auctioneer pounded the gavel. 'Going once, twice, 
SOLD for $10!' 
 
A man sitting on the second row shouted, 'Now let's get on 
with the collection!' 
 
The auctioneer laid down his gavel. 'I'm sorry, the auction 
is over.' 
 
'What about the paintings?' 
 
'I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I 
was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not al-
lowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the 
painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought 
that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the 
paintings.. 
 
The man who took the son gets everything!' 
 
God gave His son 2,000 years ago to die on the cross. 
Much like the auctioneer, His message today is: 'The son, 
the son, who'll take the son?' 
 
Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets everything.. 
 
FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD HE GAVE HIS ONLY 
BEGOTTEN SON, WHO SO EVER BELIEVETH, SHALL 
HAVE ETERNAL LIFE...THAT'S LOVE 

A wealthy man and his son loved to col-
lect rare works of art. They had every-
thing in their collection, from Picasso to 
Raphael. They would often sit together 
and admire the great works of art.  

 
When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. 
He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing 
another soldier. The father was notified and grieved 
deeply for his only son. 
 
About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a 
knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a 
large package in his hands.  He said, 'Sir, you don't know 
me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. 
He saved many lives that day, and he was carrying me to 
safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died 
instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for 
art.' The young man held out this package. 'I know this 
isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your 
son would have wanted you to have this.' 
 
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his 
son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way 
the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the 
painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that his own 
eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and 
offered to pay him for the picture. 'Oh, no sir, I could 
never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift.' 
 
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time 
visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait 
of his son before he showed them any of the other great 
works he had collected. 
 
The man died a few months later. There was to be a great 
auction of his paintings Many influential people gathered, 
excited over seeing the great paintings and having an op-
portunity to purchase one for their collection. 
 

On the platform sat the 
painting of the son. The 
auctioneer pounded his 
gavel. 'We will start the 
bidding with this picture of 
the son. Who will bid for 
this picture?' 
 
There was silence. 
 

Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, 'We want to 
see the famous paintings. Skip this one.' 
 
But the auctioneer persisted. 'Will somebody bid for this 
painting. Who will start the bidding? $100, $200?' 
 
Another voice angrily. 'We didn't come to see this paint-
ing. We came to see the Van Gogh's, the Rembrandt's. Get 
on with the real bids!' 
 

Take My  

Son! 

A Date For Your Diary 

 

You may wish to make a note that the next  
 

Communion Service  
 

will be held on 
 

Sunday November 1st, 2009 at 11.00am & 3.00pm 
 

All who wish to attend are very welcome 



Noah was a drunk 

Abraham was too old 

Isaac was a daydreamer 

Jacob was a liar 

Leah was ugly 

Joseph was abused 

Moses had a stuttering problem 

Gideon was afraid 

Samson had long hair and was a womanizer 

Rahab was a prostitute 

Jeremiah and Timothy were too young 

David had an affair and was a murderer 

Elijah was suicidal 

Isaiah preached naked 

Jonah ran from God 

Naomi was a widow 

Job went bankrupt 

Peter denied Christ (3 times!) 

The Disciples fell asleep while praying 

Martha worried about everything 

Mary Magdalene was the Samaritan woman who was 

divorced, more than once... 

Zaccheus was too small 

Paul was too religious 

Timothy had an ulcer... AND 

Lazarus was dead! 

 

Now! No more excuses!  God can use you to your full 

potential.  Besides, you aren't the message, you are 

just the messenger... 

Next time you feel like GOD can't 

use you, just remember...  

SCOTTISH PLACES QUIZ 
 

Here are the answers to the Scottish Places Quiz com-
piled by Aileen Craig.  The quiz was very popular and 
raised £206.00 for the Renewal Project.  The winner 
drawn from all the correct entries was Margaret David-
son. 
 

1. Patron Saint   St. Andrews 
2. Angry Fruit    Applecross 
3. You won’t be up here   Doune 
4. Barrel Maker   Cupar 
5. Highland Cap   Glengarry 
6. Boy’s Name    Keith 
7. Boy’s Name with a little extra  Kenmore 
8. Can be heard on 12th August`  Shotts 
9. Facial Features   Eyemouth 
10. Castle Boy    Fort William 
11. Time to go    Leven 
12. Thirsty Fellows   Drymen 
13. Icy Water    Coldstream 
14. Haggis and ?   Neap 
15. Royal Crossing   Queensferry 
16. Twist the Fruit   Turnberry 
17. Musical Instrument   Drum 
18. Metal Musical Instrument  Tyndrum 
19. Shout!    Yell 
20. Lump of Rock Refuge   Stonehaven 
21. Spirited Flower   Rosehearty 
22. Check your dates here  Callander 
23. Angry Garment   Capewrath 
24. Music by Handel   Largo 
25. Two not Sick   Bothwell 
26. Not a Candle without it  Wick 
27. American Money   Dollar 
28. Not an old refuge   Newhaven 

My name is Moya Cove and I am the Vol-
unteer Development Officer (responsible 
for recruiting and training volunteer advisers) here at the 
Lochgilphead Citizens Advice Bureau.  
 

We are currently recruiting volunteer advisers to help us 
cope with the increased demand for CAB services and any 
help to get the message out there would be greatly appre-
ciated. It may be that some people in your network might 
be interested...  
 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Moya Cove 
Volunteer Development Officer 
Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau 
Riverside,  
Oban Road 
Lochgilphead 
Argyll PA31 8NG 
 

tel: 08456 123 808 
email: MoyaCove@abcab.org.uk 

CITIZENS ADVICE 

BUREAU 

 
 

DUBLIN  

MARATHON 

 
 

Alex Samborek has been in training and will be  
running in the Dublin Marathon on October 26th.   

 

He has agreed to run in aid of  

CHAS & the Church Renewal Project.   
 

This is a huge commitment by Alex so let’s make it 
really worth his while and find him lots of sponsor-
ship.  Sponsor forms can be found in the Church. 



Keep in touch with our fundraising by watching 
the arrow gradually creep up the side of page 
towards our target each month. 

Grants/Pledges Fundraising 
        (£22,000)                      (£46,229)                
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The Renewal project marches on. Since the last 
issue of “The Link”, the project group has un-
dergone a wee change with Sandy Taylor giving 
up as chair of the group and Ian Davidson tak-
ing over. Sandy will continue to be an active 
member of the group and we are grateful to 
him for his efforts to date in taking the pro-
ject through its first eighteen months or so.  
 

The money continues to come in with the kitty 
now standing at nearly £70000—still  a long way 
from our target to complete the project but 
enough to enable us to take an important step— 
the appointment of the architect, Campbell 
Morris Associates, and design team.  A meeting 
was held with one of the partners of Campbell 
Morris and the job architect, when all the op-
tions were discussed and they are now moving 
forward to prepare plans etc for our endorse-
ment and thereafter discuss the proposals with 
the relevant statutory and other authorities 
with a view to obtaining the necessary approvals 
(planning, building warrant etc). 
 

The fact that the funds have reached the £70k 
mark also gives us confidence to approach grant 
funding bodies, able to demonstrate the com-
mitment of the congregation and the community 
to the project, and over the next couple of 
months, applications will be submitted for grant 
funding from various organisations.  
 

The project group will continue to organise or 
liaise with others in organising fund raising 
events but, we must also recognize those indi-
viduals who have gone ahead independently to 
raise funds. 
 

◊ Ailleen Craig raised £206 from the 
“Scottish Place Names” quiz (see page 3). 

◊ Rona Logie has made a magnificent quilt 
(double bed size) for which we will be sell-
ing raffle tickets over the next few weeks. 

◊ Alex Samborek is running the Dublin Mara-
thon on 26th October and he has kindly 
agreed to be sponsored on behalf of the 
Church.  

◊ Frances Fleming continues to sell her 2010 
calendars 

The mugs and the Guild tea towels are also still 
available for sale. 

Guild Report 

The Guild starts up again on Tuesday October 
13th with an interesting programme for your 
participation.  The new three year Programme 

is “What Does the Lord Require of You?” with the first 
year’s theme being “Call to Act Justly.” 
 

Anyone and everyone is welcome to come along to our 
meetings so we warmly invite you to join us this session for 
any or every meeting.  The following is our programme for 
the rest of 2009, so mark your diaries for any one that 
interests you. 
 

Oct. 13th Bible Study with Rev. Walter Ritchie 
Oct. 27th Brèagha—Beauty Therapist 
 

Nov. 10th GRAB Trust 
Nov. 24th Father William McLean—Religion in  
  everyday life. 
 

Dec. 1st  Business Meeting & DVD of Annual Rally 
Dec. 8th  Christmas Night 

£360,000 
 Phase 3 

 

YOUTH GROUP COFFEE MORNING 
 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7TH 

10.00 - 12.00 
 

Donations Welcome 

 

Watch this space for news about an  
exciting new event:  

A Charity Christmas 

Tree Festival 
which will take place in the 

Church between 
December 16th &  19th. 

More news to follow in next 
month’s Link and the Squeak. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Church railings and front door of the Church  

require to be painted/varnished  It would be of great 
help if this could be done by a working party  

of volunteers. 
 

Are you free and willing to wield a paintbrush? 
 

If so, contact Ian on 603784. 

HELP 

REQUIRED 



Halloween's origins date back to the ancient 
Celtic festival of Samhain (pronounced sow-
in). 
 

The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago in the 
area that is now Ireland, the United King-

dom, and northern France, celebrated their new year on 
November 1. This day marked the end of summer and the 
harvest and the beginning of the dark, cold winter, a time 
of year that was often associated with human death. Celts 
believed that on the night before the new year, the bound-
ary between the worlds of the living and the dead became 
blurred. On the night of October 31, they celebrated Sam-
hain, when it was believed that the ghosts of the dead re-
turned to earth. In addition to causing trouble and damag-
ing crops, Celts thought that the presence of the other-
worldly spirits made it easier for the Druids, or Celtic 
priests, to make predictions about the future. For a people 
entirely dependent on the volatile natural world, these 
prophecies were an important source of comfort and direc-
tion during the long, dark winter. To commemorate the 
event, Druids built huge sacred bonfires, where the people 
gathered to burn crops and animals as sacrifices to the 
Celtic deities. 
 

During the celebration, the Celts wore costumes, typically 
consisting of animal heads and skins, and attempted to tell 
each other's fortunes. When the celebration was over, 
they re-lit their hearth fires, which they had extinguished 
earlier that evening, from the sacred bonfire to help pro-
tect them during the coming winter. 
 

By A.D. 43, Romans had conquered the majority of Celtic 
territory. In the course of the four hundred years that 
they ruled the Celtic lands, two festivals of Roman origin 
were combined with the traditional Celtic celebration of 
Samhain.  The first was Feralia, a day in late October when 
the Romans traditionally commemorated the passing of the 
dead. The second was a day to honour Pomona, the Roman 
goddess of fruit and trees. The symbol of Pomona is the 
apple and the incorporation of this celebration into Sam-
hain probably explains the tradition of "bobbing" for apples 
that is practiced today on Halloween. 
 

By the 800s, the influence of Christianity had spread into 
Celtic lands. In the seventh century, Pope Boniface IV des-
ignated November 1 All Saints' Day, a time to honour 
saints and martyrs. It is widely believed today that the 
pope was attempting to replace the Celtic festival of the 
dead with a related, but church-sanctioned holiday. The 
celebration was also called All-hallows or All-hallowmas 
(from Middle English Alholowmesse meaning All Saints' 
Day) and the night before it, the night of Samhain, began 
to be called All-hallows Eve and, eventually, Halloween. 
Even later, in A.D. 1000, the church would make November 
2 All Souls' Day, a day to honour the dead. It was cele-
brated similarly to Samhain, with big bonfires, parades, 
and dressing up in costumes as saints, angels, and devils. 
Together, the three celebrations, the eve of All Saints', 
All Saints', and All Souls', were called Hallowmas. 

Sweet dreams!  

When British Summer Time ends on 25th October, why 

not seize the moment and get your bedtime routine organ-

ised for the winter ahead.  

It seems that one in five of us sleep badly, wake early, and 

so feel irritable and tired as each day begins. Experts call 

this ‘junk sleep’, and warn that we can’t expect to be as 

productive at work, as emotionally stable in our relation-

ships, or even as slim as we would be if we got a proper 

seven to seven and a half hours a night. Another depress-

ing thing: if you don’t get enough sleep, you will age faster. 

The changes in your hormone functions will be similar to 

those which come with ageing.  

So – how to sleep better? If your problem is very bad, 

visit your doctor to make sure you are medically okay. 

Then, here are some tips to help you prepare for sleep:  

Think of your bedroom as a sanctuary from the world. Aim 

to make it spacious, quiet and peaceful? Take out the TV. 

Move out the work papers. Put away the mess. Use soft 

lighting, and hang thick curtains to protect from light. 

Keep your bed clean and inviting!  

What time do you go to bed? Make it the same time every 

night, and aim for some exercise about 4 hours before-

hand. Walking, jogging or swimming in the early evening is 

great for you – the exercise gets rid of the stress of the 

day, and helps you to unwind and relax.  

Turn off the TV and computer at least an hour before bed, 

and listen to relaxing music or read instead. Have a warm 

bath, review the day mentally and let it go.  

Reading a Psalm before you sleep will help focus your mind 

on God and his love for you, and will remind you of the 

spiritual dimension in life. God is your refuge, and wants 

you to turn to him for help. Do so, and then turn off the 

light!  

 

REMEMBER! 
 

Turn your clock 

back on Saturday  

October 24th 

HALLOWEEN HALLOWEEN HALLOWEEN HALLOWEEN ----    Ancient OriginsAncient OriginsAncient OriginsAncient Origins    



A POEM 
Last night as I lay sleeping 
I died or so it seemed 
Then I went to heaven 
But only in my dream 
Up there St Peter met me 
Standing at the pearly gates 
He said "I must check your record 
Please stand here and wait" 

He turned and said "your re-
cord 
Is covered with terrible flaws, 
On earth I see you rallied 
For losing every cause 
I see that you drank alcohol 
And smoked and used drugs 
too, 
Fact is, you've done everything 
A good person should never do. 
We can't have people like you 
up here 
Your life was full of sin" 

Then he read the last of my record 
Took my hand and said "come in" 
He led me to the big boss and said 
"take her in and treat her well 
She used to work for the Council, 
She has done her time in hell" 
 
AMEN! 

******* 
 
"An elderly man in Louisiana had owned a large farm for 
several years.  He had a large pond in the back, so he fixed 
it up nicely with picnic tables, horseshoe courts, and some 
apple and peach trees. 
  
One evening the old farmer decided to go down to the 
pond, as he hadn't been there for a while, and look it over. 
He grabbed a five-gallon bucket to bring back some fruit.  
 
As he neared the pond, he heard voices shouting and laugh-
ing with glee.   As he came closer, he saw it was a bunch of 
young women skinny-dipping in his pond.   He made the 
women aware of his presence and they all went to the deep 
end. One of the women shouted to him, 'we're not coming 
out until you leave!'    
 
The old man frowned, 'I didn't come down here to watch 
you ladies swim naked or make you get 
out of the pond naked.' 
 
Holding the bucket up he said, 'I'm here 
to feed the alligator.' 
 
Some old men can still think fast= = = = ! 

 Crossword Laughter Lines 

Across 
1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult 
   God’s high priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis  
     3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — ,  
     the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2)  
   (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief  
    (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 
Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my 
     Heart free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved im 
    age’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) 
    (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this 
   (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ 
   (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was 
     made of this (Revelation 21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Sav 
    iour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians  
     3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ 
    (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 



Kids Corner 



Rotas for October 2009 
 Door Duty Flowers 

(Contact  
E Armstrong)  

Readers Tea/Coffee Duty 
(Contact - M. Davidson) 

Oct. 4th Jim Kirk & Charles Maclean Edna Armstrong Jim Kirk Tom & Chris Stevenson 

Oct. 11th Roddy Morrison & Frances Fleming Betty Kirk Roddy Morrison Sandy & May Taylor 

Octo.18th Frank Killeen & Alex Emslie Catherine Cameron Tom Stevenson Jim & Betty Kirk 

Oct. 25th Mary MacDonald & May Taylor Nannie Ward Mary MacDonald Roddy & Sandra Morrison 

Nov. 1st Helen Samborek & Allison Pearson tba  Jim & Ruth Morrison 

If you are unable to carry out any of these duties please arrange a replacement. 

What’s on in October            ……. and for your diary  

Services (all at 11.00am except where 
stated)  

October 4th Rev. Hilda Smith 

October 11th Rev. Catriona Hood 

October 18th Rev. Hilda Smith 

October 25th Rev. Hilda Smith 
Family Service 

November 1st Rev. Hilda Smith 
Communion 

Other events 

October 8th, 21st Bible Study 

October 7th Congregational Board Meeting 

October 10th Autumn Fete, 12.00 - 3.00pm 

October 4th, 18th Toucan Club, 4.00pm - 5.30pm 

October 11th, 25th Youth Group Meeting, 7.30pm 

ACROSS                                                                                                                       
1 Dare, 3 Cherubim,  9  Son Tohu , 10 Yield, 11 Ranch, 12 Enlist, 14 
Baalah of Juda , 17 Edward,  19 Sheol,  22 Media, 23 Open air,  
24 Apostasy,  25 Eton                                                                                                        
DOWN                                                                                                                         
1 Describe,  2 Run in,  4 Household gods,  5 Royal,  6 Blessed,  7 
MIDI,  8 Joshua,  13 Children,  15 Added to,  16 Jasper, 18 
Await,  20 Exalt,  21 YMCA  

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

Minister Rev Hilda C Smith 01546 602238 

Session Clerk Sandy Taylor 01546 606218 

Clerk to the  
Congregational Board 

Mary MacDonald 01546 602087 

Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 

Edna Armstrong 
Roddy Morrison 

01546 602600 
01546 603972 

Fabric Convenor Ian Davidson 01546 603784 

Fund Raising Convenor Tom Stevenson 01546 600259 

Social   Convenor Margaret Davidson 01546 603784 

Guild Contact Frances Fleming 01546 602270 

Free Will Offering  
Organiser 

Alex Emslie 01546 603820 

Hall Bookings Bill Kennedy 01546 602875 

Committees 2009 - 10  

Finance E  Armstrong, A Emslie, M MacDonald,  
R  Morrison 

Social M Davidson, M MacFadyen, R  Morrison,  
H Samborek, M Taylor, F Fleming,  
W  Kennedy, J & R  Morrison, A Pearson 

Fundraising T Stevenson,  J Kirk, I McArthur, J Cranston, 
C  Stevenson, C  MacLean 

Project Team Fabric Convenor, Rev. H Smith, Treasurer, 
Clerk to the Board, Session Clerk,   
Fundraising & Social Committee Convenors 

Child Protection Team J Morrison, Rev. Hilda Smith, M Taylor 

Who’s Who in LPC 

Nov. 1st, 15th Toucan Club 

November 4th Session Meeting 

November 29th Blue Christmas Service 

December 6th Christmas Lunch 

December 16th - 19th Christmas Tree Festival 

January 31st, 2010 Burns Supper 

Nov, 8th, 22nd; Dec. 
13th, 27th 

Youth Group Meetings 

November 7th  Youth Group Coffee Morning 

November 25th Congregational Board Meeting 

November 21st Coffee Morning for Fabric 

Editor: Margaret Davidson, Inchbraoch, 7 Carnasserie Place, Lochgilphead, 
PA31 8TW: Tel: 01546 603784: email: inchbraoch@btinternet.com 


