Lochgilphead Parish Church

The

Message from the Manse

Dear Friends,

| was invited to visit a family from my former parish recently who were not members and
while there | told them that their Parish Church was closing, the final service being on
4th September. They were horrified and asked why it was closing. The reason it is
closing is because of a drop in membership and because of poor attendances, in other
words, it is closing because they dondt
Having said that, many still regard it as their Church and regarded me as their minister
while | was there. One of the daughters in the family who is now in her early thirties
said she would go out and knock on doors
lose their Church but it is actually too late for that kind of response but it is perhaps
something that should have been done before now, not to pressure people into attending
but to encourage people to attend.

How would you feel if you were told that your Parish Church was closing? Would you wish
that you had done something to help keep it open and make it a place that was relevant to
the people in our Parish, young and ol d
close so please think about it, what the Church means to you, what your faith means to
you and above all what God means to you now while you still have time.

We have a very faithful group of worshippers and others who would love to come if only
they were fit enough. We have a very faithful group of people who help at fetes and
coffee mornings and others who would love to help if only they were able. We have a very
faithful group of people who support the Church financially and to all those people we are
extremely grateful. My first parish had the same and far more children but it is still

closing. The years have taken their toll
Can | encourage you back if you havendt
welcome?

It is your Church but the Church is more than the building. It is the people of God. Your
Church, our people need you. |, as you minister, look forward to seeing you.

With very best wishes,

Hilda C. Smith
Minister
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g Many people use a To Do
l'ist and find

get everything done. Sadly
the To Do list can become quite a beating stick when it is
reviewed at the end of the day and so little seems to be
achieved.

Worse still, in an attempt to make the list look a little

better, some of the easy tasks are completed first, even
though many arendt that i mpo
tasks can be crossed off. The problem is that many of the

less important tasks can steal the time needed to do the

most important tasks.

People generally write many of the tasks onto a To Do list
so that they wondot forget t
but is not the right use of the list. The cure is to write
everything down, so you won?d
select the top five most important tasks and put them on

a different list which is called the Primary Focus List.

This can be on a card or piece of paper that you keep near
you. Then whenever you have the chance to work on your

list you consult it for the highest priority to do first.

h

Sometimes you may only get one item on the list finished
in a day, but if it is the most important task then you have
used your time wisely. Once you start identifying the most
important tasks, you become more possessive about your
time, and start to put off those items that are less
important. In time you find that you can get more
achieved in a day that will make a difference.

Many of us spend our day governed by the urgent items
that seem to have such importance due to their time
frame, but in reality their urgency is giving them a false
sense of importance. What we must to is to understand
what is important and to ensure that it gets the best part
of our day.

How important is your time to spend with God? Does it go
to the top of the importance list, or does it get pushed

out by the urgency of the da

to go on the list, but it does illustrate the point.
Granny Is

worth £ 5 O

Grandparents may not be worth their weight in gold (not
with gold at its present price!) but they come pretty near
it: they can help struggling families save something like
£5,000 in childcare/housekeeping a year.

A recent Post Office Financi
that parents can save an average of £86 every week
because of the unpaid efforts of grandparents. Then

there is the food they buy and the gifts they give to

their grandchildren...
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Do you know
wher e
going to?

Billy Graham, the great American
evangelist, told this story at one of his last public
appearances:

y 0

OAl ber t Ei nstein, the great
from Princeton on a train when the conductor came down
the aisle, punching the tickets of every passenger. When
he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket.
He couldn't find his ticket, so he reached in his trouser
pockets. It wasn't there. He looked in his briefcase but
couldn't find it. Then he looked in the seat beside him. He
still couldn't find it.

060The conductor said, oDr . E
all know who you are. I'm sure you bought a ticket. Don't
worry about it.o6o Einstein n

conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets. As
he was ready to move to the next car, he turned around
and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees
looking under his seat for his ticket. The conductor

rushed back in di smay and s
don't worry, | know who you are; no problem. You don't
need a ticket. o

0Einstein |l ooked at him and
know who | am. What | don't know, is where I'm going!"
Graham concluded: O6When you

to remember this: | not only know who | am, | also know
where I'm going."

(0]
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Cheques live on & though
without guarantee cards

Over the past 20 years, the number of
people who use cheques guaranteed by
card has fallen sharply. At the same
time, alternative ways to pay 9 such as debit/credit cards,
online payment facilities and electronic transfers 0 have
grown in popularity.

After talking to lots of businesses and customers,
including groups representing older people, the Payments
Council coordinated the closure of the cheque guarantee
card scheme in June of this year, to prevent confusion as
businesses were increasingly not accepting them. This
means that since 30 June, you are no longer able to pay
using cheques guaranteed by card, even if your card still
carries the Shakespeare cheque guarantee logo.

However, you can still use cheques to pay for things like
goods and services, just not guaranteed with a card. And
the really good news is that cheques are going to be with
us for many years to come 3 the banks have decided to
keep them in use, after all. For more information visit
www.payyourway.org.uk or contact your bank.
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http://www.payyourway.org.uk

The East Africa
Crisis Appeal

- | Leading UK humanitarian
agencies have launched a joint

appeal to help more than 10 million people in the grip of

East Africads worst drought

Caught up in the crisis are thousands of families trekking
for days across parched scrubland from Somalia to Kenya
dincluding barefoot children with no food or water. These
people have seen their lives fall apart 0 crops, livestock
and now their homes have been taken by the drought.

Large areas of Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia are affected and
the DEC appeal will also include South Sudan & h e
newest country.

W 0

More than 1,300 people a day, the majority of them
children, are arriving in the Dadaab refugee camp in
eastern Kenya near the border with Somalia. The Dadaab
camp was already the worl db
population of 350,000 & larger than the city of Leicester.

Agencies are working through local partners to access
remote and difficult to reach areas across East Africa.
Despite the enormous challenges, DEC agencies and their
partners have already been helping hundreds of thousands
of people - but their work is being severely hampered by a
lack of funding.

The UK has taken a | ead amo
with a pledge of £38m to the World Food Programme of

the UN, which will provide the food aid that many of the
DEC6s members wil.l be distr
is only 40% funded.

The DEC does not set fundraising targets for its appeals
and its member agencies are continuing to pursue funding
from a range of potential sources to bridge the shortfall

in East Africa. Donations can be made at www.dec.org.uk
by phone 0370 60 60 900 or
70000 to donate £5 or by post at PO Box 999 London
EC3A 3AA.
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Rock me gently....

Do you have trouble sleeping? Get
__yourself a hammock, a rocking chair, or
; even an adult-size cradle. A recent
#p' scientific study has found that a slow
swinging motion helps us fall asleep
faster and also slip into a deeper sleep
than a stationary bed.

The study, published in Current Biology, found that the
swinging helps synchronise brain activity into a pattern
associated with sleep. It also encouraged deeper sleep.

The findings help explain why generations of women have
successfully cradled babies to sleep, and why it is so hard
to stay awake in a rocking chair.

—

Th8 720% First Aver BBC Sgng%%f ﬁr@liqf }N%,S _recorded 50
years ago this month, and broadcast on 1 October 1961.
The first programme was recorded on 25 September at

the Welsh Baptist Tabernacle Chapel in Cardiff city

centre (Tabernacl, Capel y Bedyddwyr). This past summer
all surviving members of the original congregation were
invited to return for the recording of the anniversary

edition, which was conducted by Tim Rhys -Evans, musical
CiPetor of Only Men Aloud.

Songs of Praise has long been the most popular and
beloved of all BBC worship programmes. During its 50
years it has visited more than 1,800 churches, cathedrals
and chapels, singing over 12,500 hymns. Guest presenters
SvEr the€ yedrs havR idiubed Sir ChftRRardWlah h 2
Titchmarsh and Toyah Willcox. At its peak, 12m viewers
watched the programme, with audiences still 2.5m. Songs
of Praise has featured in episodes of comedies Vicar of
Dibley and The Brittas Empire.

Cardiff's Millennium Stadium was the location for Songs
of Praise's largest ever episode. The special edition saw
60,000 worshippers, a 6,000 piece choir, an orchestra of

10f karpsy e bangl 8f she Welsh Guardsaadap anthem
specially written by Lord Andrew Lloyd Webber marking
the first Sunday of the new millennium.
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Some Interesting Facts

In the 1400's a law was set forth in England that a man
was allowed to beat his wife with a stick no thicker than
his thumb. Hence we have 'the rule of thumb.'

Many years ago in Scotland , a new game was invented. It
was ruled 'Gentlemen Only...Ladies Forbidden'.. . and thus,
the word GOLF entered into the English language.

The first couple to be shown in bed together on prime
time TV was Fred and Wilma Flintstone.

If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both
front legs in the air, the person died in battle. If the
horse has one front leg in the air, the person died

because of wounds received in battle. If the horse has all
four legs on the ground, the person died of natural
causes.

CocaCola was originally green.
111,111,111 £11,111,111 = 12,345,678,98,654,321

The cost of raising a medium -size dog to the age of
eleven: £ 10,120.00.
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Rules of Life

o Love him or hate him , he sure
S /its the nail on the head with
this!

Bill Gates recently gave a speech at a High School about
eleven things they did not and will not learn in school. He
talks about how feel -good, politically correct teachings
created a generation of kids with no concept of reality
and how this concept set them up for failure in the real
world.

Rule 1 : Lifeis not fair - get used toit!

Rule 2 : The world doesn't care about your self  -esteem.

The world will expect you to accomplish something  before
you feel good about yourself.

Rule 3 : You will not make $60,000 a year right out of
high school. You won't be a vice -president with a car
phone until you earn both.

Rule 4 : If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you
get a boss.

Rule 5 : Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity.
Your Grandparents had a different word for burger
flipping: They called it opportunity.

Rule 6 : If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault, so
don't whine about your mistakes, learn from them.

Rule 7 : Before you were born, your parents weren't as
boring as they are now. They got that way from paying
your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk
about how cool you thought you were. So before you save
the rain forest from the parasites of your parent's
generation, try delousing the closet in your own room..

Rule 8 : Your school may have done away with winners and
losers, but life  has not. In some schools, they have
abolished failing grades and they'll give you as  many
times as you want to get the right answer. This doesn't
bear the slightest resemblance to  anything in real life.

Rule 9 : Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get
summers off and very few employers are interested in
helping you find yourself . Do that on your own time..

Rule 10 : Television is not real life. In real life people
actually have to leave the coffee shop and go to jobs.

Rule 11 : Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up
working for one..

If you can read this... Thank a Teacher.
If you can read this in English... Thank a Soldier!
And for life and everything else you have... Thank God!!
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Keep in touch with our fundraising by watching
the arrow gradually creep up the side of page
towards our target each month.

Bl Grants/Loans [ Fundraising W
(£220,000) (£110.000)

//\/ Money

£330,000

Our plans for the renovation of the Church
Hall have taken another significant step
forward with confirmation that the match
funding, required to access the grant of
£148,960 from Argyll & Islands LEADER, has
now been achieved. This has enabled the Pro-
ject Group to instruct the architects to submit
the plans for Phase 1 of the project for plan-
ning approval and for building warrant, prior to
inviting competitive tenders for the work. This
means that our vision for the renewal of the
church buildings is closer to becoming a reality.

However, this does not mean that fundraising is
no longer required and the Project Group will
continue to promote events during the next few
months. Every £1 raised will mean that the loan
we have been given from the Church of
Scotland in Edinburgh to make up the matched
funding will be reduced.

Our Autumn fete on 20th August was a huge
success, raising approx £2000. There was a
great feeling of togetherness with all the

helpers working as a team and it was wonderful
to see so many people in and around the hall and
the church grounds, having so much fun.

Later this month we are holding a Flower
Festival (see details on page 5) and there is a
Scottish Place Name Quiz running with entries
to be returned by October 1st. The Tasty Tray
Bake Cookery Book is also still available.

The Project Group is always on the look out for
new ideas for fundraising.

Remember... it does not have to be a big event,
so get your thinking caps on and come forward
with some suggestions.
that everything has to be organised by the
Project Group. We will be there to help if
needed, but if you want to organise your own
fundraiser, just do it!!
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Stroke Awareness

New Indicator
ST

Doctors say a bystander can recog-
nize a stroke by asking three simple
guestions:

S *Ask the individual to SMILE.

T *Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE
SENTENCE (Coherently) (l.e. It is sunny out today.)

R *Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks,
call the emergency number immediately and describe the
symptoms to the dispatcher.

New Sign of a Stroke

Stick out Your Tongue

Another 'sign’ of a stroke is this: Ask the person to

‘stick’ out his tongue. If the tongue is ‘crooked', if it

goes to one side or the other that is also an indication of
a stroke.

A cardiologist says if everyone who takes these facts on
board, tells them to 10 people then you can bet that at
least one life will be saved.

Do you like to Knit or
Crochet?

Do you like to have a good
old natter?

i
|
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Then why not combine the two and come along to a

meeting on Monday September 26th, at 7.00pm in the
Church hall. At that meeting we will assess the
interest in forming a

The aim of the Group is twofold. Members can create
items which can be for your own use, or donate them
to various charities or raise funds for our own Church.
The choice will be yours. Members will also be able to
benefit socially, and | suspect that there might be
more nattering than knitting going on. Even if you are
a non knitter and would like to learn, feel free to

come along. | envisage meeting during the day one
week and one evening the following week to enable
those who are working to come along if they wish. You
do not need to be a member of the Church to attend,
so please bring any friends who may be interested.

Kni t

| feel that this is a project that could be a benefit to
a lot of people, so | am hoping for a good turnout on
the 26th. However, | will be quite happy to get
things up and running with just a few members.

Looking forward to seeing all you knitters or natterers
then!

Margaret Davidson

0

Guild Report

The summer i s now on i
when we have met with other Guilds in a won-
derful rally held here in Lochgilphead Church.

A marvelous occasion to celebrate the Guild and worship
together. We were also busy with our coffee mornings

and very pleased that we raised £1028 and would like to
thank everyone who supported us by coming along, by pro-
viding baking and for joining in the wonderful fellowship.

The new session is about to begin, 11 " October is the

date and Lesley Risby will be our speaker leading our Bible
study entitled owalk humbly
we meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of every

month at 7.30.

Please come and join us, you will be made very welcome.
If you would like any more information please ring Edna
Armstrong or talk to any of the Guild; we would love to
share this fellowship with you.
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Floral Art Exhibition
September 14th - 17th

As part of our fundraising for the Renewal Project, we

are holding a Floral Art Exhibition in the Church from
September 14th i 17th. Members of Lochgilphead Flower
Club have kindly agreed to give their expertise and take

on the bulk of the floral arrangements, although some
members of the congregation are also going to try their
hand with the exhibits.
has changed and is now
indicated in the last Link.

The
0Book

We hope to build on the success of the last Floral Art
Exhibition held in the Church two years ago. Running
alongside the exhibition, teas/coffees and a sales table
wﬂ“ag ?v?llgp#.e .|n&1re rcl)alllJ sel!lng plants, mugs, tea towels
etc. and publicising the Project.

For this we will require a rota of willing volunteers to

serve teas/coffees, man the\s Ié table, steward at the
Church door, and of course, bake! for theljteas/coffees
and sales ta_gl_g,. over the fourays that the exhibition is
running. ‘liy an help in this\way, please sign the sheet
INdicating when you are

arrangements. This will help to keep'the
exhibits down.

the exhibition with your family and friends, and b
spreading the word to as many people as
possible.
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Crossword Laughter Lines
Golf During Church =u:

The Pastor woke up Sunday morning and h
realising it was an exceptionally beautiful and

sunny early spring day, decided he just had to play golf.

So.... he told the associate pastor that he was feeling sick
and convinced him to preach for him that day. As soon as

the associate pastor left the room, the Pastor headed out

of town to a golf course about forty miles away. This way

he knew he wouldn't accidentally meet

anyone he knew from his church.

Setting up on the first tee, he was alone. After all, it was
Sunday morning and everyone else was in church! At about
this time, Saint Peter leaned over to the Lord while looking
down from heaven and exclaimed, "You're not going to let
him get away with this, are you?"

The Lord sighed, and said, "No, | guess
not."Just then he hit the ball and it shot
straight towards the pin, dropping just
short of it, rolled up and fell into the hole.
IT WAS A 435 YARD HOLE IN ONE!

Clues Across
1 6Through [ Chr i Sitby faith mto thia v e
graced (Romans 5:2) (6)
4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6)
8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5)
9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7) The Lord smiled and replied, "Who's he going to tell?"
10 Bel giumés chief port (7)
11 Where John was baptizing O6because there*™wis plenty of
waterd (John 3:23) (5) The Chocolate Chip Cookies
12 Imposing helgh~t (Psalm 48:2) (9) ) ) An elderly man IR\/?/ dying in his bed, Suddenly death's
17 Jesusd6 tempter in the wildernes’s (5 uaré< 1 13? rQS') .
agony was pushed aside as he Smelled thearoma of his
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7) . . . .
~ . ] . ) favourite homemade chocolate chip cookies wafting up the
21 6Your whhhbhsbetdosein heavenc%.(glattthew 6.:.10£ . .
stairs. Gathering his remaining strength, he lifted himself
(2,5) . .
up from the bed. Leaning against the wall, he slowly made
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) . -
his way out of the bedroom, and with intense concentra-
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) . . . .

24 60 Ao f o L ds t|onIﬁ supplorted hlm:gelf down the stairs, gripping the
ooutnh crlyeto you, ordo rgillngvﬁth brgth %and%.'ln]la)oourgedsb}eath, he leaned
Clues Down against the door frame, gazing wide -eyed into the kitchen.

1 Popular Christian author and humorist, @ Plass (6)

2 Transparentice -like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7)

3 Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of
attack (2 Chronicles 32:1) (5)

Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)

Lonny (anag.) (5)

Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)

Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9)

13 Burial Serf"ce (Jeremiah 34:5) (7) i the edge of the table; feeling the warm soft dough
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in . . .
actually made the pain of his bones subside for a moment.

Laodicea (Revelation 3:16) (4,3) His parched lips parted; the wondrous taste of the cookie

15~ 0Simon Peter climbed afboardWa%glreadyinrh?s%guﬁw;dsee%#wg‘?ybr?n&ntghimbackto
6 (John 21:11) (6)

life. What, then, was this sudden stinging that caused his

Saint Peter was astonished. He looked at
the Lord and asked, "Why did you let him

do that?"

There, spread out on the kitchen table were literally
HUNDREDS of his favourite chocolate chip cookies! Was
it heaven? Or, was it one final act of heroic love from his
devoted wife, seeing to it that he left this world a happy
man? Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself
toward the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled
posture, one hand on the edge of the table. The aged and
withered hand quiveringly made its way to a cookie near

O N o O

16 His response to Jesusbd deciﬁlotn t.9 return to udea was

"~ and to recail? ) ~

6Let us also go, that we may die with himé (John 11:16) (6)
18 6There will be weledp i(nMa tatnhde vigengekemhtp)seghisgvife, still holding the spatula she had

(5) just used to smack his hand.

20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5) "Stay out of those!" she said, "they're for the funeral.”
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