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Message From the Manse Inside
this
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Dear Friends,

Life as Interim Moderator for Glassary, Kilmartin and Ford linked with North
Knapdale is about to become busier. 1t has been absolutely wonderful to have a

locum in each parish which has relieved me of most of the parish duties with the Choices?

exception of a few meetings and the occasional service. However, on Sunday, 3™ 1

will be present in both congregations for the election of their Nomination Darn It!

Committee following which the hard work really begins as the congregations begin

the search for a new minister in earnest.

I have also been put onto the Vacancy Procedure Committee for Presbytery which Dunking!

has its first meeting on 7" May. This is a new committee which has been formed but _

the hope is that after the first meeting, most of the business will be conducted by Spring

telephone or by email. Fayre

Coming back to our own congregation, we had the first meeting of our Bible Study .

Group which was well received by those present and we look forward to seeing more Pandemic

people at the next meeting which is on 20" May at 7.30 p.m. in the Manse. We are Flu

looking at Old Testament Characters some of whom are not all that different from

ourselves, for better or worse! You are assured of a warm welcome, too warm The Grail

perhaps if we put on the coal fire! Prayer

We have also been fortunate recently to get a fair bit of publicity for our Renewal Project

Project, not only in the Squeak but also in the Press and Journal and apparently also Notes

in the Oban Times. The project is coming along nicely. You can see that the total is

rising steadily, thanks to the generosity of yourselves, members of the local Sponsored

community and local businesses. We will keep you informed of any new developments. Walk &
BBQ

Life is busy but it's good and it's great to have so much support for what we are
trying to do as a congregation. I hope you never start to see me as a minister who
always seems to be talking about money. If you do, please remember that for me Kids Corner
there is a much bigger picture and that is renewal. It is about the journey we

embark on once we have the facilities and that is my aim and that is what drives me  Crossword &

on. Laughter

Thanks to those of you who are on the journey with me. Lines

Best wishes,
Hilda C. Smith

Rotas and
What's On



Choices?

What would you do?....you make the choice.
Don"t look for a punch line, there isn"t one.
Read it anyway. My question is: Would you
have made the same choice?

At a fundraising dinner for a school that

serves children with learning disabilities, the father of one of the
students delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all
who attended. After extolling the school and its dedicated staff,
he offered a question: “When not interfered with by outside
influences, everything nature does, is done with perfection. Yet
my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children do. He cannot
understand things as other children do. Where is the natural
order of things in my son?” The audience was stilled by the query.

The father continued. “I believe that when a child like Shay, who
was mentally and physically disabled comes into the world, an op-
portunity to realize true human nature presents itself, and it
comes in the way other people treat that child.” Then he told the
following story:

Shay and I had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew
were playing baseball. Shay asked, "Do you think they'll let me
play?" I knew that most of the boys would not want someone like
Shay on their team, but as a father 7 also understood that if my
son were allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense of
belonging and some confidence to be accepted by others in spite
of his handicaps.

I approached one of the boys on the field and asked (not expect-
ing much) if Shay could play. The boy looked around for guidance
and said, *"We're losing by six runs and the game is in the eighth
inning. I guess he can be on our team and we'll try to put him in to
bat in the ninth inning.”

Shay struggled over to the team's bench and, with a broad smile,
put on a team shirt. | watched with a small tear in my eye and
warmth in my heart. The boys saw my joy at my son being ac-
cepted.

In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team scored a few runs
but was still behind by three. In the top of the ninth inning, Shay
put on a glove and played in the right field. Even though no hits
came his way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and
on the field, grinning from ear to ear as |1 waved to him from the
stands. In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored
again. Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, the potential
winning run was on base and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat.

At this juncture, do they let Shay bat and give away their chance
to win the game?

Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was
all but impossible because Shay didn*t even know how to hold the
bat properly, much less connect with the ball. However, as Shay
stepped up to the plate, the pitcher, recognizing that the other
team was putting winning aside for this moment in Shay's life,
moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so Shay could at
least make contact.

The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed. The
pitcher again took a few steps forward to toss the ball softly
towards Shay. As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and
hit a slow ground ball right back to the pitcher. The game would
now be over.

The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have easily
thrown the ball to the first baseman. Shay would have been out
and that would have been the end of the game. Instead, the
pitcher threw the ball right over the first baseman’s head, out of
reach of all team mates. Everyone from the stands and both
teams started yelling, *Shay, run to first! Run to first!" Never in
his life had Shay ever run that far, but he made it to first base.
He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled.

Everyone yelled, "Run to second, run to second!" Catching his
breath, Shay awkwardly ran towards second, gleaming and strug-
gling to make it to the base. By the time Shay rounded towards
second base, the right fielder had the ball. The smallest guy on
their team who now had his first chance to be the hero for his
team. He could have thrown the ball to the second-baseman for
the tag, but he understood the pitcher"s intentions so he, too,
intentionally threw the ball high and far over the third-baseman’s
head.

Shay ran toward third base deliriously as the runners ahead of
him circled the bases toward home. All were screaming, *Shay,
Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay" Shay reached third base because
the opposing shortstop ran to help him by turning him in the di-
rection of third base, and shouted, "Run to third! Shay, run to
third!" As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams, and the
spectators, were on their feet screaming, "Shay, run home! Run
home!" Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was cheered
as the hero who hit the grand slam and won the game for his team

‘That day”*, said the father softly with tears now rolling down his
face, "the boys from both teams helped bring a piece of true love
and humanity into this world".

Shay didn*t make it to another summer. He died that winter, hav-
ing never forgotten being the hero and making me so happy, and
coming home and seeing his Mother tearfully embrace her little
hero of the day!

AND NOW A LITTLE FOOT NOTE TO THIS STORY:

We all tell jokes or send jokes through e-mail without a second
thought, but when it comes to sending messages about life
choices, people hesitate. The crude, vulgar, and often obscene
pass freely through cyberspace, but public discussion about de-
cency is too often suppressed in our schools and workplaces.

I you're thinking about relating this story, chances are that
you're probably sorting out the people in your address book who
aren"t the "appropriate” ones to receive this type of message
Well, we all can make a difference. We all have thousands of
opportunities every single day to help realize the "natural order of
things."

So many seemingly trivial interactions between two people present
us with a choice: Do we pass along a little spark of love and human-
ity or do we pass up those opportunities and leave the world a

little bit colder in the process?

A wise man once said every society is judged by how it treats it's
least fortunate amongst them.

You now have two choices:
1. Delete this story from your mind or

2. Pass it on.

May your day, be a Shay Day.



Darn It! - Except That ..
We Can’t Any More!

A recent survey has revealed that
many people in the UK no longer
have many handy skills once taken
for granted.

The study, by internet search engine Ask.com, found
that many Britons lack some basic skills once consid-
ered vital -- from sewing to DIY and even social eti-
quette. But could this change now that some of the
long-forgotten arts of domestic life might be seen
as potential money-savers in the current climate?

A survey of 1,000 adults found that only 49 per cent
of all ages could darn a sock, though this falls to 21
per cent of the under-30s and rises to 68 per cent
of those aged over 60. Similarly, only 42 per cent of
Britons (and 22 per cent of the under 30s) know how
to knit, though a healthy 85 per cent can, at least,
sew a button and 91 per cent can iron a shirt!

Around the house, many seem to have forgotten ba-
sic DIY talents, as only 32 per cent can change a
lock or tile a bathroom and, while 68 per cent can
wire a plug, this falls to just 34 per cent of the un-
der-30s.

Almost a third of this younger age group cannot
even knot a tie in these times of open-collared and
dress-down Friday working, while only 17 per cent of
all ages can tie a bow tie. These days of emails and
greetings of "hi" rather than "Dear Sir" mean that
up to a third of the under-30s no longer know how to
formally address a letter and less than half of this
age group admit they can set a table properly for a
four-course dinner.

And despite the popularity of Strictly Come Danc-
ing, only 30 per cent of all British adults can dance a
waltz, falling to 11 per cent of adults under 30 and
rising to 65 per cent of those over 60.

It is not a lack of talent, mental agility or concen-
tration that is necessarily missing as there is no
shortage of those who can master modern skills
from computers to claims.

Seven in ten of all adults know how to set up a Face-
book account, 92 per cent can text on a mobile with-
out a problem and 56 per cent are familiar with the
process of applying for benefits.

Scots are most likely to know how to darn a sock (62
per cent) and sew a button (91 per cent) as well as
wiring plugs (79 per cent) and even lay carpet (43
per cent).

Londoners are best at knotting ties but the worst at
car maintenance - those in the West Midlands are
the best.

The search engine commissioned the survey after
noticing a big rise in searches for "how to" guides
online, from car maintenance to baking bread, possi-
bly to save cash in the current climate.

Christian Aid Week
10-16 May 2009

Please donate
what you can
this Christian
Aid Week

Best Biscuit for Dunking

Do you like to dunk biscuits in your tea
@ or coffee? Which kind of biscuit works
best for you?

In a recent survey, the chocolate di-
gestive came out as by far Britain's favourite. It
seems the mix of melted chocolate coating and soggy
underside is irresistible.

The top ten dunking biscuits are: chocolate diges-
tive, rich tea, HobNob, digestive, chocolate bourbon,
chocolate HobNob, chocolate chip cookie, custard
creams, shortbread, and ginger nut.

In tests, the chocolate digestive had the highest
breaking point: it can survive eight seconds in tea, as
compared with a mere three seconds for ginger nuts
and Hobnobs. Physicist Dr Len Fisher of Bristol Uni-
versity advises: "The best strategy is a flat-on ap-
proach, biscuit-side down, to minimise the chocolate
bleed into your cup, and to maintain the chocolate
layer as a crack-stopper."”

The McVitie's digestive biscuit was developed in
1839 by two Scottish doctors to aid digestion.
Nearly 100 years later, in 1925, someone had the
bright idea of adding chocolate.

No-one knows when dunking first began.

How We Cut Our
Household Bills

The recession is changing our daily
habits at home:-

More of us are taking showers than
baths.

20 per cent more of us are using shopping lists, instead of
impulse buying.

We are throwing less away - who wants to feed a dustbin?
We are eating out at restaurants less.
We are cooking soup - the sale of stock cubes has gone up.

The sale of mayonnaise and spreads has gone up - we are
making packed lunches.



PANDEMIC FLU
HEALTH PROTECTION ADVICE

The medical profession has been alert to the
potential for another Pandemic flu, like the Hong
Kong flu which swept the globe in 1968, with over a
million dying from the infection. In this technological
age when we often look to our GP for a prescription,
the best solutions are often based on the simple
things we can do ourselves. As we will all see in the
days and weeks to come, we will learn that consider-
ate use of tissues and regular cleaning of surfaces
will do much to protect us from the risk of infection,
as set out below:

cover nose and mouth when coughing or
sneezing ideally using a tissue

dispose of dirty tissues promptly and care-
fully

avoid non-essential travel and large crowds
whenever possible

maintain good hand hygiene, e.g. washing
your hands frequently with soap & water
clean surfaces (e.g. worktops, handles)
frequently, using everyday cleaning
materials

The Grail Prayer

Lord Jesus,

I give you my hands to do your work.

I give you my feet to go your way.

I give you my eyes to see as you do.

I give you my tongue to speak your
wordas.

I give you my mind that you may think
in me.

I give you my spirit that you may pray
in me.

Above all,

I give you my heart that you may love
in me

your Father and all mankind.

I give you my whole self that you may
grow in me,

S0 that it is you, Lord Jesus,

who live and work and pray in me.

Project
Notes

Keep in touch with our fundraising by watching
the arrow gradually creep up the side of page
towards our target each month.

Fundraising 2009 - Community Giving

We have now written to all residents and
businesses of Lochgilphead, and are in the
process of contacting the national busi-
nesses and local organisations. Although it
will take a little time to establish the final
sum of monies raised in this way, we can see
that through our call for community
“giving”, we will realise in excess of
£10,000

Thanks to all, not only for their personal
contributions, but their indefatigable sup-
port for our various coffee mornings and
the like. Speaking of which, 1 hope to see
you at our Spring Fayre on Saturday 23™
May when you will see your fellow members
manning various stalls and diversion -
please see the information about the Fayre
on the next page.

Mugs: By Mail

Our “mugs” are now advertised on the web-
site and we are now sending them on to all
“afrts and pairts” of the UK. We even
have had an enquiry from the United
States.

So the next time you're thinking of a pre-
sent for a friend or family, why not ask for
your mugs to be sent on, for just £1.50.
Any elder will pass your interest on to me.

Sandy Taylor

Watch
Our

Money

£360,000

£320,000

£300,00

£280,000

£260,000

£240,000

£220,000

£200,000

£180,000

£160,000

£140,000

£120,000

£100,000

Bible Study

A Bible Study Group started on
Wednesday April 29th, at the Manse.

The Group is open to anyone who wishes to
go along . The next meeting is on
Wednesday May 20th,7.30pm.

£80,000

£60,000

£40£X0

£2




: SPRING
@Y  FAYRE

SATURDAY
MAY 23RD
12.00 - 3.00pm

o
In the Ch';_ fi"Hall and Grounds

>

We Need Your Help!

There will be something available for everyone. You
will hear soon who will be responsible for each stall,
but what we can't do without, are volunteers to help
out at the different stalls. Donations of non per-
ishables can be collected throughout May.

Let's all pull together and make this a really success-
ful day, and send out the message to the community,
that there 1S something happening in the building at
the top of Argyll Street.

STALLS

Baking Stall Silver Spiral
Strawberry Delights Toy Stall
Chocolate Delights Book Stall
Sweet Stall Bottle Stall
Plant Stall Games

Bric-a-brac Stall
Jewellery Stall
Raffle

No. of Sweets in Jar

Open the Box
Spring Crafts
Balloon Race
Face Painting

We will also have a Teddy Bears’ Picnic - so bring
your Teddy!!

Soup Lunches, Tea, Coffee and Cakes will also be
available.

Start making and collecting now for the various
stalls. The Bric a Brac, Book Stall and Spring Crafts
always need a good supply of goods, as does the Bot-
tle Stall. Donations for Raffle prizes are also re-
quired.

The Plant Stall is often neglected at the Autumn
Fete. Why not have a stroll around your garden and
see if you have any spare plants that could be potted
up and sold at the Fayre

Two new stalls, Strawberry Delights and Chocolate
Delights, are simply anything to do with either
strawberries or chocolate.

If you have any pieces of jewellery that you no
longer wear, need or like, why not donate them to
the Jewellery Stall?

We are also looking for good quality toys that chil-
dren have outgrown or no longer want. Please ensure
that they are clean and have no pieces missing.

Place Your Orders for
2010 Calendars

Calendars for next year, 2010, are now available
from Frances Fleming. They have been produced by
popular demand after the success of Frances’ last
calendar.

The calendar consists of photographs taken by
Frances of the Crinan Canal - Price £5.00. All pro-
ceeds will go to the Renewal Project.

I you would like to place an order, please contact
Frances on 01546 602270 or see her after the
Sunday service.

WHY NOT COME ALONG AND JOIN
IN THE

SPONSORED WALK
AND BBQ

SUNDAY MAY 3lst

IN AID OF THE
CHURCH RENEWAL PROJECT

DETAILS AND SPONSOR FORM
ON THE BACK PAGE

Ler ©




Crossword

Across
1 Sense of right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7) (10)
7 Coming (John 11:17) (7)
8 .All 1 have is ., and all you have is mine.
(John 17:10) (5)
10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4)
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8)
13 Member of the Society of Friends (6)
15 At ague (anag.) (6)
17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8)
18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4)
21 Twentieth-century poet and dramatist who wrote
Murder in the Cathedral, T.S. . (5)
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7)
23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10)

Down
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5)
2 Central space in a church (4)
3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and General Secre
tary of the Evangelical Alliance 1983.97, Clive . (6)
4 Moses killed one when he saw him beating a Hebrew
labourer (Exodus 2:12) (8)

5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7)

6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing hymns in a
Philippian jail (Acts 16:26) (10)

9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10)

12 Irish province in which Dublin is situated (8)

14 Same hit (anag.) (7)

16 The Spirit of God was hovering over the . .
(Genesis 1:2) (6)

19 Author of the immortal stories of Winnie the Pooh,
AA. . (5)

20 Cab (4)

The last Coffee Morning

on April 4th raised @ :
£460. = ol
Many thanks to all who

-. S
CoffeeMoring
contributed in any way

towards making this such a successful event.
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Ty
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Laughter Lines

Repent

A woman had just returned to her home

from an evening of church services, when

she was startled by an intruder. She caught the man in the
act of robbing her home of its valuables and yelled: “Stop!
Acts 2:38!” (Repent and be Baptized, in the name of Jesus
Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven.)

The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly called
the police and explained what she had done.

As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the
burglar: "Why did you just stand there? All the old lady
did was yell a scripture to you.”

“Scripture?” replied the burglar. “She said she had an Axe
and Two 38s!”

The Power of Prayer

A man decided that it was time to teach his son how to say
prayers, so he spent a few nights teaching the son the
basics. After the kid had learned them well enough to say
on his own, the father instructed him that after he was
done with the prayers each night, he was to choose some-
one special and ask for God"s blessing for that person.

Well, little kids don"t always realise that their pets aren't
a person, so the first night the little boy said his prayers,
he ended with "And God, please bless my puppy.” The guy
thought that it was pretty cute. However, the next morn-
ing the little dog ran out the door and was killed by a car.

That night the little kid asked God to bless his cat when
the prayers were finished. And, sure enough, the next
morning the cat slipped out and took on the biggest dog in
the neighbourhood and became breakfast. The father had
started to make a connection here, but decided that it was
just coincidence.

But when the kid asked God to bless his goldfish, the fa-
ther couldn"t wait for morning so that he could check up
on it. As soon as he looked in the bowl, he saw the fish
floating upside down on the top.

That night the little kid ended with "God, please give an
extra special blessing to my father.”

The father couldn"t sleep. He couldn*t eat breakfast in
the morning. He was afraid to drive to work. He couldn"t
get any work done because he was petrified. Finally quit-
ting time came and he walked home, expecting to drop
dead any minute.

When he arrived home, the house was a mess. His wife was
lying on the couch still dressed in her robe. The dishes
from breakfast were still on the table and the father was
furious. He started yelling at his wife, telling her that he
had had the worst day of his life and she hadn*t even got-
ten dressed. She looked at him and said, "Shut up! My day
was worse. The mailman had a heart attack on our front
porch!"



Kids Corner

Mouse Makes
wWhen the /

Holy Spirit

(( came at

" Pentecost,
.. there was ‘>
a noise )

from the sky -
( which sounded like

the blowing of a
and what looked like
‘ tongues of fire
which spread out
and touched
each person.
Read Acts 2:1-41

The Holy Spirit
lives with us
and lives in us.

The Holy Spirit
teaches us
about God

The Holy Spirit
helps us to tell
others about Jesus

violent wind

The Holy Spirit

helps us to know
we belong to God

The Holy Spirit
speaks God'’s
word to us

The Holy Spirit
helps us when
we pray

Pentecost Kite
Wind Catcher.
Stick the
kite to
card.
Cut
out and
colour in.
Tie string
to the bottom.
Cut out the
<-4 bows.
Fold along
dotted lines
and glue
around
the string. Hang
near a window to
catch the breeze.




What’s on in May

Services (all at 11.00am except where
stated)
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Rotas for May 2009

Door Duty Flowers Readers Tea/Coffee Duty
(Contact (Contact - M. Davidson)
E Armstrong)
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If you are unable to carry out any of these duties please arrange a replacement.

....... and for your diary
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Who’s Who in LPC
Minister Rev Hilda C Smith 01546 602238
Session Clerks Jm Kirk & 01546 602524

Sandy Taylor 01546 606218
Clerk to the Mary MacDonald 01546 602087
Congregational Board
Treasurer Edna Armstrong 01546 602600
Fabric Convenor lan Davidson 01546 603784
Fund Raising Convenor Tom Stevenson 01546 600259
Socia Convenor Margaret Davidson 01546 603784
Guild Contact Frances Fleming 01546 602270
Free Will Offering Alex Emslie 01546 603820
Organiser
Hall Bookings Bill Kennedy 01546 602875

Committees 2009 - 10

Finance

Social

Fundraising

Project Team

Child Protection Team

E Armstrong, A Emslie, M MacDonald, R

Morrison,

M Davidson, M MacFadyen, R
Morrison, H Samborek, M Taylor,
F Fleming, W Kennedy, J& R
Morrison, A Pearson

T Stevenson, JKirk, | McArthur, J Cranston,
C Stevenson, C MacLean

STaylor, Rev. H Smith, Fabric Convenor,
Treasurer, Clerk to the Board

JMorrison, Rev. Hilda Smith, M Taylor, R
Morrison

Editor: Margaret Davidson, Inchbraoch, 7 Carnasserie Place, Lochgilphead,
PA31 8TW: Tel: 01546 603784: email: inchbraoch@btinternet.com




SPONSORED WALK &=
& BBQ

SUNDAY MAY 31st, 1.00PM

With the Renewal Project being the big target that is in everyone’s mind, we are hoping to make
this year's Sponsored Walk and BBQ more successful than ever. This event is one of the major
fundraisers in the Church calendar, and as we now have a huge project to raise funds for, let's get
lots of people walking and being sponsored. You needn't walk the whole distance - just do what you
can - a toddle will be fine as long as it raises a few pennies.

As usual, the walk will be from Bellanoch to Roddy & Sandra Morrison's garden, in Lochgilphead.

Walkers should meet at Roddy's house at 1.00pm. They will then be taken out to Bellanoch for
1.30pm, so that everyone can start the walk at the same time.

The Sponsor Form is overleaf. PLEASE LET MARGARET (Tel: 603784) KNOW IF YOU ARE TAK-
ING PART IN ORDER THAT WE CAN LET YOU KNOW OF ANY CHANGES SHOULD WE HAVE
BAD WEATHER.

Remember, you don't need to walk to join in the proceedings. Just come along to the BBQ in Roddy
& Sandra’s garden, which will start around 3.30pm - all we ask if that you sponsor someone who is
walking. 1T you can't manage at all, there will be a Sponsor Form left on the window sill in the
Church that you might like to add you name to.

We will provide the facilities to cook on and plates to eat off, but you provide your own food and
refreshments, although tea/coffee will be available. Unfortunately we cannot guarantee good
weather but we can all keep out fingers crossed and hope!

It you haven't taken part before, why not give it a try! You'll get good company, have good fun, get
a great sense of achievement and your sponsorship will be greatly appreciated. We look forward to
seeing a multitude of walkers taking part - the more the merrier - and to having an enjoyable time
later at the BBQ with many families and their friends coming along. 1f you cannot walk, please
sponsor someone who can.

Do come along and give us your support and let's make this “Walk” the most successful ever!

Ltk P




Sponsored Walk
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NAME AMOUNT PER MILE DONATION TOTAL

NAME: TOTAL
AMOUNT OF
SPONSORSHIP




