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Dear Friends, 

As I tried to think of a topic for the Link this month, I came across the fol-
lowing quotation by C. S. Lewis in which he talks about the purpose of 
the Church.     

“People are mirrors, or ‘carriers’ of Christ to other people. Usually it is 
those who know Him that bring Him to others. That is why the Church, 
the whole body of Christians showing Him to one another, is so impor-
tant. It is so easy to think that the Church has a lot of different objects — 
education, building, missions, holding services. ... The Church exists for 
no other purpose but to draw people into Christ…. If they are not doing 
that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, 
are simply a waste of time. God became man for no other purpose.” 

We’ve been hearing a lot about our 20/10 vision, about the Lochgilphead 
Parish Church Renewal Project and in many ways the focus, when we are 
talking about it, is on the improvements that we are going to make to the 
buildings. But that is only part of the story. Our 20/10 vision is one of 
renewal, where the people of God, the worshipping community will be re-
newed and where the parish will also go through a period of transforma-
tion and renewal through faith, through being brought to Christ by the 
worshipping community, by you and me.  

Does that seem a tall order? Well, as C.S. Lewis says, that is why we exist. 
The building is nothing on its own but it is a tool which we can use in our 
outreach to our members and to the community around us.  

Are you willing to help us in achieving our ultimate goal? I’m sure you are 
because as a congregation you are incredibly supportive of all that we do 
and you have encouraged me greatly by the encouragement and welcome 
you have given to the children in worship. There is a tremendous chal-
lenge for all of us, and I can’t help thinking that our time is limited to 
bring about the renewal.  Let’s work together, maybe even harder than 
we ever have in the past so that our vision is achieved, our 20/10 vision 
of renewal. 

 

Best wishes, 
Hilda C. Smith 
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Today, in 2008, 5.6 million 
people in the UK are mem-
bers of a church, which is 
one person in every 11 in 
the population - 9.2%. That's a good, solid num-
ber of people, who, if they had a heart to do it, 
could begin to change the values of our current 
UK culture. 
 
Church members are fewer in England (7%) and 
Wales (7½%), but more in Scotland (17%) and are 
over half the population in Northern Ireland (54%). 
Church members average 120 per church, even 
though average attendance is only 80. That is still 
a lot of people, even if it also means that a third of 
church members appear to be irregular in their 
church attendance now.  
 
Those who attend church with reasonable fre-
quency, say once a fortnight, average only 50 peo-
ple per church, of whom 40 are members and 10 
are not. 
 
The relatively high number of church members 
thus fragments into three broadly equal groups: 
(a) those who attend regularly, (b) those who at-
tend irregularly, and (c) those who never attend.  
 
As there is, however, quite a proportion of the 
population attending church regularly who are not 
church members, this raises the somewhat con-
troversial question of what does church member-
ship mean? Someone once said in answer to the 
question, "If it means attending more meetings, 
I'm not sure I wish to become a member!" 
 
Despite appearing unfashionable, there are still 
lots of us who believe in going to church and be-
longing to a church. Together we can accomplish 
more than if we act independently, and the com-
mand of Jesus is still imperative upon all who fol-
low him: "Go ye into all the world and make disci-
ples ...". 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

SATURDAY MAY 24TH,  
10.00AM - 12.00AM 

 
All donations welcome 

 
The Coffee Morning held last month raised 
£282.00 for Church funds.  Many thanks to 
all who contributed, especially to members 
of the Toucan Club for making and selling 
the “Bunny Rabbits”. 

Statistics - 
The Church in 
the UK 

 
The World 

 
The world of the host and the world of the guest, 
..........The world of which great things are told; 

The world of experience, world of the jest, 
..........The world that shall never grow old; 

 
The world of the rogue and the world of the weak, 

..........The world of good fortune and ill; 
The world long-ago that is now hard to seek, 

..........The world that is wonderful still; 
 

The world of rejoicing, or repartee strong, 
..........The world where the great and small dwell, 
The world of far lands, of sweet music and song, 

..........The heart breaking world of farewell; 
 

The world of the hills and the world of the young, 
..........The world of the good and the gone; 

The world of God's arm so protectingly flung, 
..........The world that still goes on and on.  

 
.......... .......... ..........Ancient Celtic poem 

£11 is enough to pay for a mosquito net, helping 
protect people against malaria. £40 could pay a 
teacher’s salary for one month at a girls school in 
India. £235 would get a well, providing a village in 
Bangladesh with clean drinking water. When you 
add them all up, every single penny makes a differ-
ence. 

Transform poor communities 

Your money makes a real impact because Christian 
Aid channels it directly to where it’s needed. Chris-
tian Aid is all about partnership. 
 

It saves lives 

 
Christian Aid works closely with local organisations 
all around the world. No one understands better the 
issues that affect their communities, and no one is 
better placed to address them. They don’t give to 
governments, and they don’t fund individuals. 
 
The funds you raise help  work in three main ways: 
 
1. Emergency relief when disaster strikes.  
2. Long-term development work with our partner 

organisations around the world. 
3. Campaigning to tackle the structures that 

affect poor people most. 
 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY  

Help fight poverty 
and injustice by 

supporting one of 
the world's  

biggest  
fundraising events  

Christian Aid Week 2008 
 

11-17 May 2008.  



The Amazon is the world’s second longest river and 
stretches from the East of the Andes to the Atlantic 
Ocean. 
 
Our first experience of the Amazon was arriving at the 
Port of Manaus, by air – the only way into this part of 
Brazil, apart from a 5 day journey by road from Caracas 
in Venezuela or longer, is to sail the length and breadth 
of the Amazon itself from the Atlantic Ocean.  We were 
starting our journey here at Manaus and heading out 
towards the Atlantic several hundreds of miles away, 
but from the comfort of a cruise ship, with various ports 
of call en route, unlike the local people whose mode of 

travel falls far short of this luxury. 
 
Manaus was an Indian vil-
lage built around the Sao 
Jose da Barra Fortress in 
1669 and known as Lugar 
da Barra.  It became the 
capital of the Amazon in 
1856 and received the name 
of Manaus to celebrate the 
Manao (Mother of the gods) 

Indian nation, the most important ethnical group in the 
region.  The city prospered during a rubber boom in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s and by the late 1970s many 
companies and businesses began to grow there.  Today 
it is the main port and like any other big city it is bus-
tling and packed with people.   
 
There are many beautiful buildings built entirely of ma-
terial imported from Europe including the neo-classical 
Opera House which once hosted Caruso.  Strangely 
enough, after I was home, I was told of a Scottish con-
nection to this; apparently the modern Manaus city was 
built with red sandstone (so called liver stone, because 
it had no grain) hewn from 
a quarry in Giffnock, Glas-
gow and shipped up the 

Amazon many years ago. 
The site of the quarry was 
known as satanic because 
of the appearance of the 
pillars of red sandstone.  It’s 
amazing what snippets of 
information can come your 
way! 
 
Our next port of call was Parintins, an island-town and 
the home of the Boi Bumba, a Festival created from the 
folklore of the Portuguese and the Amazonian and today 
the most popular Brazilian festival after the Carnival in 
Rio de Janeiro.  As you can imagine it is a wonderful 
spectacle of colourful costumes, floats and dance rou-
tines.  Now I shall just have to travel to Rio to check if 
it’s any better! 
 
The town isn’t big and can easily be walked round but 
much more fun to hire one of the tricycle taxis and let 
someone else’s legs take the strain. 
 
We then sailed on to Boca da Valeria, a remote river 
village of about 75 people living here, surrounded by the 

great rain forest of the Amazon Basin.  Life here is a 
startling contrast to the cities.  We take along pencils, 
paper, etc for the school and makeup, t-shirts and the 
like for the teenagers.  They are curious about us and 
some have a smattering of English which they like to try 
out.  Handmade crafts are offered for sale and they offer 
you a tour of their simple homes but the most touching 
thing is that the villagers are building a new church 
with the help of funding from donations received.  
They’ve got their priorities 
right. 
 
Santarem, our next port 

of call is the third largest 
city on the Amazon.   We 
took a River Boat Cruise 
and this turned out to be 
what I had always imag-
ined the Amazon to be 
like.  We sailed past small 
settlements by the riverside with the amount of cattle 
owned measuring their wealth – children playing foot-
ball with makeshift goalposts – wonderful wildlife;  
sloths, egrets, toucans, iguanas and huge butterflies to 
name but a few. There were also many varieties of trees 
and plants to see. We also attempted piranha fishing, 
but unsuccessfully so did not have the pleasure of our 
catch being cooked onboard and tasted. They are really 
quite small fish and I’m told do not 
have a strong taste.  I’ll just have to 
believe them. 
 
It’s only when you go off the main 
drag (i.e. into one of the tributaries) 
that you get the feel of the real Ama-
zon.  On this particular trip we’re 
not far from where the Yanomamo 
Tribe live.  You may remember they 
were featured in a video made by 
Sting in the 80s to highlight the 

plight of some of the rain forest in-
habitants.  I wonder how they’ve 
fared since then? 
 
All these places can only be reached by boat or air and 
many of the people live in isolated communities on one 
of the numerous wide tributaries. For the locals, it is a 
6 day boat trip between Santarem and Manaus, sleep-
ing in hammocks crammed close together on the upper 
deck of a boat similar to the one we were on for our 
river boat cruise. Because of the high humidity, mat-
tresses would rot, hence the wholesale use of ham-
mocks and I suppose you also get more bodies in when 
space is at a premium. Daily ablutions etc are done in 
the waters of the Amazon.  You have to keep tight hold 
of your possessions because of the proximity of your 
fellow passengers who may take a liking to something 
you have and think nothing of helping themselves.  
Cargo is also transported on the lower deck and there is 
also the provisions for meals to be carried. Very 
crowded indeed. We watched one such boat just before 
departure and gave thanks for the comfort we were ex-
periencing. 
 
Imagine how you would feel arriving at your destination 
after a journey like that! 
 

Mary’s adventures will be continued next month. 
 
 
 

AMAZON ADVENTURE 
(the easy way) 

 
By Mary Macdonald 



Thanks to everyone who took the time to complete the Environmental Questionnaire which was 
circulated last month. The Kirk Session was delighted with the 80 responses received to date, far 
in excess of what we expected when we set out to ask for the congregation’s help by providing an 
insight into how they work to care for and protect the environment. 
Together with other churches, the Church of Scotland is keen to do all that it can do to care for 
God’s creation not only in the management of its properties and how its employees go about their 
work, but more importantly to play a lead role, influencing and supporting the community. 
Here is the summary of the responses received. The results are shown as percentages, of all re-
spondents. The following who are doing a lot ... could do more … not doing do a lot.   

 

Where to now?  

At their last meeting the Congregational Board the finer detail of these responses, and agreed that we should  

◊ find out more about local environmental groups 

◊ Look at how we can do something to improve access to recycling, providing a facility for some things perhaps 

at the Church hall 

◊ Send for an information pack on applying for an “Eco Church” award. 

    % Respondents   Doing a lot.. Could do better.. Not doing a lot .. 

Reducing our consumption of natural resources 

… using energy-efficient light bulbs         

… switching off appliances         

… energy ratings when purchasing         

… switching to a green energy supplier       

… Insulation to house       

… driving with fuel efficiency in mind         

… sharing a car where possible         

… using public transport         

… avoidance of air travel         

… using water carefully         

Waste reduction 

… thinking about re-using/repairing?         

… recycle batteries?         

… recycle cans and aerosols?         

… recycle clothes?         

… recycle paper and cardboard?         

… recycle plastic drinks containers?         

… recycle shopping bags?         

… composting kitchen/garden waste?         

… aware of environmental issues         

  relating to the use of concrete,       
hardwoods?? 

    

Natural environment 

… use of organic gardening methods?         

… work to protect wildlife and habitats?         

… do volunteer work for environment?         

Our Homes   Tenant: 24% Owner; 76%   

Employment   Full: 13% Part: 6% Retired:81%   

Car ownership   65%     

Want to know more?   YES:  51%     

How Green Are We? 



     

   GET  READY FOR A  
 

    “GREAT SPRING 
       CLEAR OUT” 
 

As part of our new Church recycling awareness, a 
Rag Bag Collection has been organised - it’s a bit 
like a Jumble Sale without the effort. All you have 
to do is have a good clearout, put any recyclable 
items into the bag which is provided, and take it 
down to the Church Hall on Saturday June 7th, 
between 10.00 am - 12.00am. If you can fill more 
than one bag, please use an ordinary bin bag.  All 
your donations will be collected from the Church 
Hall on Tuesday June 10th.  By doing this, not 
only are we being eco conscious, but at the same 
time we are earning money for the Church Re-
newal Project.  We get paid for the total weight of 
items collected. 
 
What to Collect 
All types of unwanted tex-
tiles including adult’s and 
children’s clothes, paired 
shoes, hats, bags, belts, 
curtains, towels and bed 
linen.  It is important that you remember to pair 
shoes by tying the laces together, or pair shoes 
with an elastic band.  All qualities of textiles are 
taken, even ripped or with buttons missing!!!  

 
What Happens to the Textiles 
Textiles are sorted into about 40 different types, 
graded according to quality and then baled at a 
factory in Denny, Central Scotland for reuse or 
recycling.  Good quality textiles are exported to 
parts of Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe, provid-
ing good quality affordable second hand cloth-
ing.  Poor quality textiles are shredded and used 
as mattress fillers and industrial wiping cloths e.g. 
for oil and printing industries. 

 
So now is the time to get 
rid of all the rubbish that 
is cluttering up your cup-
boards and drawers - 
make room for the new 
summer wardrobe!  Get all 
your friends involved too.   
 

If you want to take part and cannot arrange to get 
your items taken to the Church Hall, give us a 
ring on 603784 and we will organise to have it 
picked up.  

      REMEMBER! 
 

THE MORE YOU COLLECT, THE MORE SPACE 

YOU HAVE, AND THE MORE WE EARN 

    Rag Bag Collection 
    Saturday June 7th 

 
 

WHY NOT COME ALONG AND JOIN 
IN THE  

 

SPONSORED WALK  
AND BBQ 

 

SUNDAY JUNE 1ST 
 

IN AID OF THE  
CHURCH RENEWAL PROJECT 

 
DETAILS AND SPONSOR FORM  

The Group are delighted to have received the for-
mal support of the Church of Scotland for our 
plans. Added to the support expressed by both the 
Congregation and the community the Group are 
keen not only to start making early applications 
for funding support, but to put together a pro-
gramme of social and fundraising events for the 
year ahead.  
 
What we need is as many people as possible to be 
involved in our fundraising work. As we look to 
the money we need to raise over the next few 
years, we need lots of ideas, novel ways of raising 
money and above people to take the lead in organ-
ising one of our “bright ideas”.  
 
Exciting times ahead, with lots of opportunities for 
fun and fellowship!  
 

For further information contact Sandy Taylor 

(606218)   

LPC Project Renewal Group  



One Liners 

The best vitamin for a Christian is 

B1. 

 

Under the same management for over 

2000 years. 

 

Soul food served here. 

 

Don't give up on yourself. Even Moses was once a bas-

ket case. 

 

Satan subtracts and divides. God multiplies and multi-

plies. 

 

What he lacked in depth as a preacher he made up for 

in length. Mark Twain 

 

Lead me not into temptation. I can find it myself. 

 

Signs of the times 

My 10 year old niece says her prayers every night and 

instead of "amen", she says "click, send." 

 

Applied Law 

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Com-

mandments with her five and six year olds. After ex-

plaining the commandment to "honour thy father and 

thy mother," she asked "Is there a commandment that 

teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?"  

Without missing a beat, one little boy answered, "Thou 

shall not kill." 

 

The same yesterday… 

Why did Moses wander in the desert for 40 years? 

Because even back then men wouldn't ask for direc-

tions. 

 

You asked for it 

The student, when asked by the teacher to write an es-

say on 'The Effects of Laziness', turned in a blank sheet 

of paper. 

 

As good as it gets 

A shipwrecked man spent five years on a deserted is-

land. One day he was overjoyed to see a ship drop an-

chor in the bay. A dinghy approached, and a ship's offi-

cer handed the sailor The Times, The Financial Times 

and The Daily Telegraph. "The captain suggests," said 

the officer, "that you read what's going on in the world 

before you decide if you wish to be rescued." 

 

Got it all already 

"I cannot understand you," said the young man to his 

unmarried aunt. "You seem so happy and contented. 

I've always thought that unmarried women are lonely 

and miserable and just longing for the presence of a 

man about the place." 

"Well," his aunt responded, smiling, "I've got a fireplace 

that smokes, a parrot that swears, a cat that stays out 

half the night with no explanation, and a dog that 

leaves muddy footprints all over the house. What more 

do I want?" 

 Crossword Laughter Lines 

Across  

7 Fortifies building (6)  

8 Moaning livestock in Joel ch. 1 (6)  

9 Abijah's successor as king of Judah in 1 Kings ch. 15  

  (3)  

10 Seventh Sunday after Easter (9)  

12 Writer of 2 NT epistles (5)  

13 .. their duties for seven-day _______ (1 Chr 9.25) (7)  

15 Water shortage mentioned in Jeremiah ch. 2 (7)  

17 Once more (5)  

20 Badgering (9)  

21 Strange (3)  

23 Show (6)  

24 Who ______ his ropes? (Job 39.5) (6)  

 

Down  

1 Member of an Indian Zorozstrian sect (6) 

2 Pig's home (3) 

3 Precious stone on a necklace in Song ch. 4 (5) 

4 ..strip off its leaves and _______ its fruit (Dan 4.14) (7) 

5 Hosiery (9) 

6 Shut, like certain ears in Jeremiah ch. 6 (6) 

11 City beseiged by Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel ch. 1 (9) 

14 Thorny Lebanese plant in 2 Kings ch. 14 (7) 

16 Person with a sickle in Jeremiah ch. 50 (6) 

18 Certainly (6) 

19 Proverbs ch. 11 compares a beautiful woman who  

    shows no discretion to a gold ring in this part of a pig 

    (5) 

22 ..and he ___ locusts (Mark 1.6) (3) 

CLIMATE CHANGE & THE CHURCH 
 

FRIDAY MAY 30TH, 7.30PM  
CHURCH CENTRE, GLENCRUITTEN ROAD, OBAN. 

 
Refreshments from 7.00pm & chance to browse stalls for 

Information, Fairtrade clothes & food , & Eco friendly goods 
 

Speakers: Adrian Shaw, Climate Change Officer, C of S 
Bob McIlwraith , Ali Energy 

Julie Fairbrass, GRAB 



Kids Corner 



Rotas for May 2008 

 Door Duty Flowers 
(Contact Edna Armstrong)  

Readers 
 

May 4th Jim Morrison & Ruth Morrison Betty Kirk Ruth Morrison 

May 11th Tom Stevenson & Chris Stevenson Ann Fletcher Chris Stevenson 

May 18th Sandy Taylor & Joyce Munro J. McTaggart Jackie Comben 

  May 25th Malcolm MacFadyen & Helen Samborek tba Malcolm MacFadyen 

June 1st Jim Kirk & Betty Kirk tba Edna Armstrong 

    

If you are unable to carry out any of these duties please arrange a replacement. 

What’s on in May                       ……. and for your diary  

Services (all at 11.00am except where 
stated)  

May 4th Rev. Hilda Smith 

May 11th Rev. Hilda Smith 
 

May 18th Rev. Hilda Smith 

May 25th Rev. Hilda Smith 

Other events  
May 4th United Service,  

St. Margaret’s, 6.30pm 

May 7th Session Meeting, 7.30pm 

May 11th Toucan Club 
4.00pm - 5.00pm 

May 11th Pentecost Lunch after the 
Service 

May 14th Congregational Board Meet-
ing, 7.30pm 

May 24th Coffee Morning 
10.00am - 12.00am 

May 25th  Toucan Club 
4.00pm-5.00pm 

  

  

Across 

7 Castle 8 Cattle 9 Asa 10 Pentecost 12 Peter 13 Periods 15 

Drought  

17 Again 20 Harassing 21 Odd 23 Reveal 24 Untied 

Down 

1 Parsee 2 Sty 3 Jewel 4 Scatter 5 Stockings 6 Closed 11 Je-

rusalem  

14 Thistle 16 Reaper 18 Indeed 19 Snout 22 Ate 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

Minister Rev Hilda C Smith 01546 602238 

Session Clerk Jim Kirk 01546 602524 

Clerk to the  
Congregational Board 

Mary MacDonald 01546 602087 

Treasurer Edna Armstrong 01546 602600 

Fabric Convenor Ian Davidson 01546 603784 

Social   Convenor Roddy Morrison 01546 603972 

Guild Contact Frances Fleming 01546 602270 

Free Will Offering 
Organiser 

Alex Emslie 01546 603820 

Hall Bookings Bill Kennedy 01546 602875 

Committees 2007 - 08  

Finance Edna Armstrong, Alex Emslie, Mary 
MacDonald, Roddy Morrison,  

Fabric Ian Davidson, Frances Fleming, Bill 
Kennedy, Joyce Munro, Allison 
Pearson  

Social Margaret Davidson, Malcolm  
MacFadyen, Roddy Morrison, Helen 
Samborek May Taylor 

Fundraising Tom Stevenson,  Betty Kirk, Jim 
Kirk, Ishbel McArthur, Jessie Cran-
ston, Chris Stevenson 

Project Team Sandy Taylor,  Rev. Hilda Smith, 
Fabric Convenor, Treasurer, Clerk to 
the Board 

Fund Raising Convenor Tom Stevenson 01546 600259 

Who’s Who in LPC 

June 1st Sponsored Walk & BBQ 

August 24th  Church Picnic 

September Songs From the Shows 

December 7th Christmas Lunch 
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